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Synthetic Process Optimization of CDK4/6 Inhibitor Abemaciclib
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Abstract: The synthetic process of tumor inhibitor abemaciclib using isopropylamine and 6-bromo-3-pyridine
formaldehyde as starting materials was optimized. The results showed that during the process of synthesizing the
intermediate  6- (2-chloro-5-fluoropyrimidin-1-isopropyl-2-methyl-1H-benzo [d] imidazole, the yield in
nucleophilic substitution reaction on benzene ring was 83.0% using t-BuONa as the base and PdCL, (PPh;), as
the catalyst in boric acid and de—boric acid esterifications. During the process of synthesizing other intermediate
5- ( (4-ethylpiperazin—1-yl) methyl) pyridin-2-amine, reductive amination reaction occurred completely by
adding a catalytic amount of acetic acid. The yield of the substitution reaction of bromo atom in pyridine by
amino group was 90.0% using ethylene glycol as solvent and N, N’ -dimethylethane-1,2-diamine (DMEDA) as
ligand. The yield of the Buchwald-Hart wig coupling reaction of two intermediates was 92.4% employing K.COs;
as the base. The total yield was 44.6% after optimization, which was 19.6% more than that of the original

process. The reaction conditions are mild and suitable for industrial production.
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Fig. 1 Synthetic route of abemaciclib
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R 7 125« 4 UCHL 10 mg, JH HY B R0 30 o 2
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200 mL &R g, A ZE 1 000 mL = #fi b, it £
R IR 22 0 °C, 1% 1 89.7 mL(0.95 mol) Z BRI , It
FEHIE(0£5) Co WE)a I AR E 2=k,
PEFE S . N2 100 mL K, 45 R 20 C L
T, 8RR R S AN K I O Y pH E 8 A AT,
o3)2 KA SR SR A H(100 mLx3) , 5 I A Bl
A, To7K Na, SO, T4 , Wk 45 75 0 £0 98 15 WA 94.7 g,
W% 93.8%, ESI-MS m/z:101.2,

122 (E)-N-(4-32-2,6-— & FX)-N-FHRH LT
R (2) 898 %,

1 94.7 g(0.94 mol) ft.5 ¥ 1,900 mL H 4 |
161.5 g(0.78 mol) 4-1R -2, 6- — JR A & F1 162.6 mL
(1.18 mol) = Z &, N A Z 2 000 mL = FJffi tf /K%
PEEE W 110.0 mL(1.18 mol) = 50 & B , # R
FE 10 C~30 Co WMmoE ) , K+ 30 min, K5
G TR 2 110 °C, I RN 2 he FEIR 220, 1%
T2y 100 mL i FRR R 24N 7K %5 W, SR 5 DR VR 46
R 2 HOR  FEAS 2 RTE & 90 T i A 800 mL &
TR B, FFE 10 min, P HAR R R B4 7K 35 R pH
Z 874, ERTE N pH i 8 i 23 12 18 15 i 2 I Tl
W TR, KA LR O TR AR VIR, BT
HUAH, TE7K Na SO. T4 , W 4 15 K 11 40 [144 227.0 g,
K 100% . #5245 : 112 °C, 'H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCL) §7.02 (d, J =59 Hz, 2H) , 4.17 (s, 1H) ,
1.74 (s, 3H) ,1.41(d, J=6.9Hz, 1H), 1.22(d, J =
6.2Hz, 16H).

123 6-i%-4-F-1-F & A -2-F A -1H-F5- [d] =k
W (3) 8 A $5227.0 g(0.78 mol) fb & H 2.
2 000 mL N, N'-— H1 5 I B i A 150.0 g(1.56 mol)
BT EESH, I ACZE 5 000 mL = i, THE 90 C~
100 CHI AR £E , SV 4 h~5 ho BN L H B =
LA 6 000 mLAKH, LR LR AL, A A HL
AH L KPR 2 K AR AT R K 13k, TE7K Na.SO, T
VR AR R A E R KL A 100 mL o (H
AU ) o A ) (1/10) % W& B, 58 £ 4T 2% 30 min,
1 UE AR5 1 20 mL o CFF AR ) /o (CF 90 Bk ) (1/10) ik
Ve, T A K A [EAR 176.0g, 0K 83.0% , 15 45
104°C , ESI-MS m/z:271.05, 'H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCLy) 8 7.37 (s, 1H),7.02 (d, J=9.7 Hz, 1H),
4.58 (m, J=14.0- 6.9 Hz, 1H), 2.57 (s, 3H), 1.57
(d, J=6.9Hz, 6H),

1.2.4 4-F-1-F R A-2-F HK-6-(4,4,5,59F
H-1,3,2-Z R F M5 R Im-2- 4 )-1TH-% 5 [d]=k
e (4) 89 A % B 176.0 g(0.65 mol) fk & 9 3.
247.8 ¢ (0.98 mol) X Ik Bl F& 45 WF 5 I L 191.1 g

(1.95 mol) Z FRAM FI1 2 000 mL N, N'-— HI 35t F gk i
A ZE 5000 mL =S rh, A&UCE e 3 U, PR N
A 17.6 g(25.10 mmol) X ( = H B ) — G4k, 4K
JE P FETHIR 2 90 «C. I 30 min Ji5 , HURE , HPLC
PR B M R I 7 5 4, K S AR IR R IR, PR
AERBUK Y, SR LT 76 L, A HLAH Ak 3 45
UE LYK ARIE K VR 2 Wk M B K U 1k, TEK
Na,SO, T4 , e 45 15 304.8 g M 0[5 44 , I K >100%
(FRWE 100% 11, AT A TR 25 ) o

1.2.5  6-(2-F-5-A v -4- K )-4-F-1-5F A A -2-F
A -TH-( 5 [d]skek (5) 89 A 1E5 000 mL =i
B 137.8 ¢(1.3 mol ) BRER M A T 500 mL /K H
JIA 1000 mLL £, — & — 1 i A1 129.5 ¢(0.78 mol)
2,4- -5 U E  RUUE R 3 U, EINAC 203 ¢
(29.00 mmol) AL ( = H gk ) — ({4, TR % (80
5) °C,HEFE TN 206.7 ¢(0.65 mo) fL &) 415 T
700 mL £, . WK VST, T 5 I T (80+5) C
PR RN 2 ho A BN TR 2R & UL A2 000 mL
K BEFE L h, 3 U8 KR BE A5 Kt AR, K
R %) 200 mL S P EE Y, 2 AT R A0 30 min,
SUR/ONEAT i N LT Y A I R G/ & NN TN
144.3 ¢, WL 68.9% . #i5i:192 °C. ESI-MS m/z:
323.1 [M+H ",

1.2.6 1-((6-#wkvg-3-35) ¥ K )-4- T K %k%(6)
#4 ¥ 78.6 mL(0.62 mol)N-Z FEUR % 98.1 ¢
(0.53 mol) 6-75L-3- ML g H (1 000 mIL — 44 H e il
4.0 mL(0.07 mol) Z & , N A % 2 000 mL = FiJffi
R 25 0 CHEFE, 434l A 160.0 g(0.74 mol) = 2,
Pk LA S fE 40, 45 i T 0 °C~10 CL B S he X
I 5E 4 S, T8 N 2 mol/m L &S AL M /K 75 W R 7 pH
BILEL R K SR AR 3K, &
A LA, K 1R, oK Na,SO, T | ¥ 45 15 2]
150.0 g AR 9, WK 100% . ESI-MS m/z: 283.07
[M+H]",

1.2.7  5-((4-THvkH-1-4 ) F K ) wbvg -2- 8 (7)
w4 #150.0 g(0.53 mol) fbAH 6.500 mL Z.
TP 3.8 g(26.5 mmol) F AL WA L5 1435 ¢
(0.11 mol) B R 4 . 1 600 mL (10.6mol) & 7K Al
18.7 mL(0.17 mol) N,N'- " H 3£ Z — Jfit (DMEDA )
A Z 5 000 mL = Fif b, it T 2 60 €
N5 he FEIREZE, A 700 mL A Fil NaCl 7K %
T, FBC ] 419 6 mol/mL ) NaOH ¥ ¥ 8 17 pH &
12, ISP BE2E B2 IR, To7K NapSO. T A HLAH
Wedm KL I A B 150 mL H 36 RCT JElE v, =0
SEERE . ik, EORCT R R VR UE UF A5 B
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[ 1K 99.1 g, W % 90.0% , #545:83 C., ESI-MS i
S . g r
m/z:221.19[M+H]*, 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;) & . - N N
NN~ HO0 / P
7.92 (s, 1H), 7.85 (s, 2H), 7.30 (m, 2H) , 6.40 \{ Y—’ T
(d, J=16.1, 8.5Hz, 1H),3.40 (s, 2H) ,2.61-2.02  Br F Br F )=
2 3

(m, 10H), 0.98 (t, J=7.1 Hz, 3H),

1.2.8 abemaciclib 89 4% 4% 144.3 g(0.45 mol) 1k
AW5.1242.0 (9.0 mol ) ik FREH L 12.4 ¢(0.09 mol)
4,5- (AL -9, 9- — W BE 4R 2% B . 700 mL A
I 99.1 ¢(0.45 mol) fL& 91 7 A Z 2 000 mL
SHOMP, AR E M 3R, RN A 144 ¢
(15.72 mmol) = ( — PR FENER ) 408, Bk, T+
2102 CIIL N 5 h, B 2 FR A, B R %
AR M 150 mL 48 W b b B Bk b
U8, A H Rk kBRI A 4 mol/mL HCIL
(260 mL)#i$¥ , J7 pH = 2~3, 40215k M. K
AH I A 300 mL = 50 W BE B R m A 28% 1Y
NaOH %W 415 pH & 10~11, 53 % , 7K AH ] 300 mL
TARR B, A AU R R R KTE 1K,
Na,SO, 18 J5 e 47 45 [ A, 9 R 4T 28 J5 g A5 B
6, [ 1K 209.5 g, W% 92.4% (HPLC & & 99.2% )
1 5. 198°C. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCL) 6 8.41
(s, 1H),8.28(s, 1H), 8.19(s, 1H),7.79 (d,J =
12.3 Hz, 1H), 7.69 (d,J = 8.6, 2.2 Hz, 1H) , 7.26
(s, 1H), 4.74 (m, J=13.9, 7.0 Hz, 1H),3.50 (s,
3H),2.69 (s, 6H), 2.49 (m, 4H),1.70 (t, J=9.6
Hz, 6H),1.08 (1, J=7.2 Hz, 3H),

2 GRS

20 SEEZEE(1)F(E)-N-(4-1R-2,6c28&
EE)N-ZRAEZKQ)BWEK

R LB ] DUE C R B . 2
TE S5 TN e I 5 A S 56 v B, £ R IEF AR R B Ak iR
FIWR (93.8% ) 7 T £ T4 (80.0% ) , H ¥ A7 HCI
SR, AE EuN FIPOCLAETE T, 4-T7-2,6- %
AR R SRR B G 1 AL, & AR
BT B B A A A 207 S e R R B =GR
TR T LA = e, ik B 1y g LR 447 o qH
SR ORI AR = LB, R T R
=W,
22 6-RA-F-1-RAE2-BRE-IH-ZFFH[d]prm
(3) B & B

a2 G AL &% 3 11 s R AL AN & 2 fip
TN TEGRME S5 R ARG W 2 R s B A H Bk
P2 T BT, Gead X R BRI R T 1Y S A% B
RAERE Y 3.

B2 HEW2ER 3R EYIE

Fig. 2 Formation mechanism of compound 3 from 2

MALBER A , 7240 A9 3 10 A4 o # v, il ad
A AR N SRR, BB AL & 2 i R
T AR . R, ASBIE S 32 B AR T BN
I P AR A T B AR 0T T 3 700 Rk B8 6T 2 I ) 5%
My, 25 R UL 1, IR 1l LI, DL +-BuOK
B8, DMF 2 %5 55 I, A& 90 2 B 58 4, {H 2% BT
&2, SECH bR WAL S W) 3 BURAR(60.7% ) 5 10
DL THF R 5 5 i, A5 90 2 W) 58 4 5% 4k o &I ™~
Yo J5 A2 +-BuOK 09 B P K 5% , AR (THE 3 53
66 °C) I, AL G W 2 3 1Ay i Ji 7 B
1M = 1 (100 °C) A R T2 3 ik &, A b 59 3.
[, A& 7 2% 7K B9 THF 5% DMF 80 70 it 52
JUFA5E 1k o BEBK AT LUK +-BuOK 54464 KOH, %
I TR FR BB, DT AR RS M S N o

TE G IR TF K e 26 A6 5 W) i, f8 ] K.COs
KOH ,t-BuOK ] LAFE A 52 1 Jo7 7 P #1451
MASBIESE 45 R i K.COSAE R BT, Tois
TE R A i 541, B A AT S o i KOH
B, BB AT SN 58 4, WA B e AT 35.6% 5 L
THF S35 500 B, B A S, 19 BH 55 0 R AS g 1542 B
RER LK R, AR LA A,
K.CO5Fl KOH 7643 ML 700 v 9 A 1 22, BRI T 3L
B

t-BuONa B £/~ T- KOH il t-BuOK 2 [i] , &% 5
SR DL THF Ay 5 Ry 570 s, 5 Ry ok i 2248 | HL 430
S A0SR 2% 0T 5 17 LA DMF SRy S35 590 i BE 2 100 <C
F, 4 h~5 h )0 58 4, 7= PR Gk 83.0% , AHEL T
PRS0 W& SN = VA CIPN P E
23 4-F|-1-BRE-2-BE-6-(4,4,5,5-HHFE-1,
3,2-Z RS IR K bR 2-5 ) - 1H-FF[dIBRIE (4)
Mme-2-8-5-ABIE4-E)4-H-1-FRE-2-F
E-1H-FFH (AR (5) & B

FEHEAL ) PA(OAC)  fATE T, 3 5 BUEK i 2 At
R 2 s A 2E Miyaura § be 35 16 = A= Bl 4, )
Pd (PPh,).CL AL, 4 5 2, 4- —&-5- 5 e &
A= Suzuki A A1 51, PA(PPh,),CL AJ 4k % 18
J5 8 W ot Ak AR B 5T R R A AR A T
SCELT 3R e B Ak o 48T W AP R R AT DA
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Tab. 1 Effects of reaction conditions on formation of compound 3*

No. {51 sl t1C t/h AL 1 % PR %
1 K.CO; DMF 100 24 - -
2 K.CO; DMF 120 24 - -
3 K>CO; THF 66 24 - -
4 KOH DMF 100 24 54.6 35.3
5 KOH DMF 120 24 435 30.2
6 KOH THF 66 24 80.2 35.6
7 t-BuOK DMF 100 24 100 60.7
8 t-BuOK DMF 120 24 100 47.4
9 t-BuOK DMF+H,0 (2%) 100 24 - -
10 t+-BuOK THF 66 24 100 -
11 t+-BuOK THF+H,0 (2%) 66 24 9.1 53
12 t-BuONa DMF 70 10 100 83.0
13 t-BuONa DMF 100 5 100 83.0
14 t-BuONa DMF 120 5 100 80.0
15 t-BuONa THF 66 24 100 -
16 t-BuONa (1.0 equiv) DMF 100 24 70.0 62.3
17 t-BuONa (1.5 equiv) DMF 100 24 90.1 74.4
18 t-BuONa (2.5 equiv) DMF 100 5 100 71.8

TE W 2: idk=1:2

Pd (PPhy).CLAE M AL, S B rh sl o 17—
Bk AT AT B RL PA(PPhs),CL AL T, B
J 4 S [ PR 2D S DR — B AN T AT
JRE , VIR B0 B B AR i H . AR, SE5S
KIACG W) 32 A0 4 Ry VA DS
A, R INIEAE Y 3.2, 4- G -5-F W e Al
X I 12 0 R et S IV o 7 ST DK I 2 A4 WA st g
VL5 3 A1 4 [l i & Az e S Ak B Ry, AR 5 A
Ji o
24 1-((6-iRMEAE-3-BE ) FE)-4-ZEIREE (6) B
=94

6-T5-3-MHL I T 55 N- 2 FE R 188 2 2 3 R Ak
F W AE AL & 6., BH- THF /I NaBH(OAc);
TE I J Ak B R TP A AR B AR (R & BH, - THF
RiEAHTHRRAE . L NaBH(OAe) Ml JF 5],
SIS EE R W RN AN GE 4 o AR IR S TN IR BE 1%
A AR RN AR S AL B AR v BRR SN
i 19 B 2% 3k S BOBCR AR IG5 I A Ak 2 1Y 2
B A B TR . ARWESE, L NaBH(OAc);
SRR R A SRS, 6-1-3-Nk g H 1 AT DA
SEAafAb A 6, H oy BB

2.5 (5-((4-ZEMRM-1-5) BE ) ML0E-2-52(7) B
BH

1E A AL T AE 7R T, LA S &R 8T
2- (¥R B3 ) BX K (CyJohnPhos) , = ( —F
FEPII ) AT (Pdy(dba)s) AR T, LS I — Ak
B L (LIHMDS) 2 &R A6 A 9 6 Nk g 38 |11
TR 7 9 s R B AR Bk A 7, w A R
54.5% , J5 F RN 49.1% 7 LUK RER 1M
T IR EE . Cs,CO; F[ Cur(bpnp) (OH) (CF;C00) 5]
(bpnp=2, 7-XC (ML BE-2-3 ) -1, 8- H A L) FER
T AR AR, 2-TR I BE 1009% 5% 1R 2-24
FEMERE>" . LA EER LN N - 3 2 T
g A4, 7E K.COs Fl CwO I AETE R, L& K A
I, 3-TR ML RE 80% % 1k 3-4 Sk nk e ™ . L DMSO
W BN K.CO 8L Cs.COs, 7 Cul IAFAE T,
PLEK N R R 999% 6 Ak R 2 e

MR EALE W) 6 4 T HIEE AR I R AR
P2, X it s iy 4 R kAT T el #E K.COs AT Cu,0
FETE T, LA DMEDA A, LK AR, % 58
[ii] 7 3R 6 B L R s (L2 2) o
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Tab.2 The yields of compound 7 with different solvents®

No. il FER %
1 CH;CN 20.3
2 THF 27.5
3 DMF 15.1
4 (CH,OH), 92.0
5 (CH,OH), 92.1"
6 (CH,OH), 65.3¢
7 (CH,OH), 91.8"
8 1,4-Dioxane 26.2
9 CH;CH,OH 40.1

N AR SN IR 60 °C 5 S [E] S hy m(fb& 4 6) :m
(NH,) : m (K,€05) :m (Cu,0) :m (DMEDA )=1:20:0.2:0.05:0.15
"R M) 10 by <SR IR BE 50 °C, OB ] 10 by ¢ i BE 80 C

5K, LN AWK L BE . DMEDA fF
SRRV, RO AT AR SE 45 1, 4- NI
AR R SOV RN BN R AT AR {EL i
VRS TV R 7= 4 22, 0 & — B AR 95 590 B g% AT 3k
92.0% . gt FE R I & T T S S R
RTEA G 70 WAL &Y 7 R4 (R X 5 22
S B R
2.6  Abemaciclib B & B

A&y 5 F1 7 3 1 Buchwald-Hartwig 52 4 A%
abemaciclib, SOV T Cs,COLFR AR I8 >4
JE Bl AR B S I, e AT DA KLCOs B2 AL Bl 14 2R
gl R & B KLC O, AT LA CsaCOs, JEHE S
7 AR IR SR Y A 54T, T H. CsaCOs 18 4 4% 52
KoCO, 5t , 22Tt £ [ %5 JE R T K.COs

3 & i&

AHIFFE L 4-TR-2 , 6-  J5AR e FL 5 TR I Sy D e
BT TR AR 6-(2-5-5- T s B -4- 35 ) -4- - 1- 5 T
Fe2- B B TH-ZR 9 [d ] R 5 DL N- 2 3 IR 92 FiT 6-
TR-3- ML IE FH Ay JSORE S G i 1 e A (5-((4-2
FEWR - 1-3E ) B 3L ) ik iz 2 . A6 AT — A P A 1Y
B G R AR R I BRI S LA -BuONa R, 7
1] 35 83.0% ; Miyaura il bt 55 4k Al Suzuki {5 3K [z
B AL I 44 5% F PACL(PPh),. 7E 5 — > [A]
PR b 3 R AR B R R I AR B Y R DR
RER R B 5E 4 5 M e BR B PR T A 2 3 BT Qs g
L R LN, N~ 3L 2 e R I A
R 3k 85.0% . P H ] 4K 2 Buchwald — Hart wig
B S N A 1 H AR 7= 9 abemaciclib B, P K.CO, {8
B Cs,CO NI, R 15 92.4% Ak )G 1Y S 4%

PRI AT AR AR e B 5 T il R T
AR T AR E A T A A

SE
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