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Pragmatic functions of vagueness in political diplomatic language

LI Yin g

( CoI1Cj{c of T'on,ij{n 1 ..a " !l: u ~Kcs , Sou th-CnltT~ l Uni vcn ry of i'iIa riona lirks . Wu han 130071 . Ch ina )

Ahstract , Much progress has hcen made in the a reas of vague la ng uage study. T h is paper foc uses on

selected political d iplomatic la nguage material s to study the pragmatic functions of vaguen es s in

diplomacy. In di plo matic affa irs . spokesman chooses vague strateg ies to show politeness . t o create a

ha rmonious at mosp he r e vto be eu phemi s tic a rnl self-prot ecr.ing c to be fl e xib le lind 10 he l ll elful.
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